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respective Monarchs will exchange decorations, and it would
certainly do us no good to exclude ourselves from this
amiable demonstration at Paris, or even to participate in
it sensibly later than others. You may be sure that
Louis Napoleon, with Ms brand-new Court and personal
vanity, will think more of the performance or omission of
this act of amity than would the wearers of more ancient
crowns." A little later (May 10) he recommends his chief
to cultivate friendly relations to France, in view of a possible
alliance with her, to what immediate end appears in the
following remarks. "We cannot arrange the mutual
relations of other Great Powers as we could wish them to be,
but we can take the liberty of utilising, in conformity with
our own security and interests, arrangements made without
our co-operation, and possibly in contrariety to our wishes.
Our relations to Russia, England and Austria are such as to
offer no hindrance to a rapprochement towards any one of those
Powers, if circumstances should render that step advisable, I
do not say that the contrary is the case in respect to
France \ but there are so many germs of mutual estrange-
ment in our respective historical and dynastic circumstances
that nothing short of the most careful nursing of our
relations with that country can possibly enable us to join
her as easily as we could join any one of the three Powers
above alluded to. I am not recommending a Franco-
Prussian alliance & priori; but I deem it beyond dispute
that our position would lose weight, and that other Cabinets
would begin to treat us with less consideration, as soon as
the contingency of an alliance with France should be effaced
from the category of Prussia's potential resolves; and we may
be unavoidably forced into choosing the least of two evils.
Admitting this, it follows that our relations to France, for the
time being, must be such as will allow os at, any moment to
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